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 Isaac and Sadie Grossman had eight children–five daughters and three 
sons–all of whom worked in the business alongside their spouses and 

various members of the Rubinsky family.
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Launched on a table on Venice Beach in 
California, Will Adler’s belt business grew to a 

multi-million-dollar empire. The belts continue 
to be sold by Adler today.
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The 1903 Smith, Hinchman, and Fields-designed Ford Piquette plant (left), in 
the Milwaukee Junction manufacturing district, is an example of a pre-Albert 
Kahn, traditional brick-walled, wood-floored factory. (Right) The 1908 Albert 
Kahn-designed Highland Park Ford factory, opened in 1910, uses Kahn’s re-
inforced-concrete design allowing for larger workspaces and windows. Ford 

installed the first moving automotive assembly line in 1913, reducing average 
production time of a Model T Ford from over twelve hours to less than two 

hours.  (Photograph of Ford Highland Park courtesy of Albert Kahn & Associates).
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One of Albert Kahn’s most elegant 
commercial buildings is the 

30-story Fisher Building, winner 
of the 1928 Architectural League 

of New York’s silver medal for 
the most beautiful commercial 

building erected that year. 
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 The past year included four tremendously successful explorations including 
the Buildings of Albert Kahn: Detroit and the March 3, 2016, Insider’s Tour 

of Orchestra Hall, pictured here. Photo by Elayne Gross.

The Traveling Trunk, a customized curriculum for middle-school students, exam-
ines the organizations, people, and events that shaped our state’s Jewish history. 

JHSM’s Yearbook Collection has been showcased at several events, and will 
soon grow even more with the major donation of a large private collection.
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 Michael and Donna Maddin, May 2015
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